Atypical Acute Monocytic Leukemia: a Lymphoma Presentation and Association with Complex Karyotype.
A 71-year-old woman presented with acute monocytic leukemia with lymphoma-like morphologic features and an unusual complex karyotype. Bone marrow (BM) aspiration revealed acute monocytic leukemia with lymphoma-like morphologic features. Thus, we called the condition a lymphoma presentation. The patient was diagnosed with acute monocytic leukemia (AML FAB M5a) according to the French-American-British (FAB) classification and the new World Health Organization (WHO) classification [1]. To our knowledge, this is the first reported case of an unusual complex karyotype in acute monocytic leukemia with a lymphoma presentation and adds to the expanding list of karyotypic abnormalities seen in acute monocytic leukemia. We present the case given its rarity, occasional misdiagnosis and poor prognosis. Whether this complex karyotype resulted in such lymphoma-like morphologic features remains to be determined. The case illustrates the importance of the morphologic features cognition and avoiding misdiagnosis. Clinical trials are available to further explore how to extend survival time and contribute to a better prognosis for patients suffering from acute monocytic leukemia with a complex karyotype.